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African Water Facility promotes private sanitation venture to curb water-borne diseases and turn 

waste into energy in Kenya 

Tunis, Tunisia, July 30, 2014 – The African Water Facility has offered a €1.2 million grant to the Kisumu Water and Sewage Company 

(KIWASCO) to support an innovative project that will provide sanitation services for residents in the Manyatta settlement in Kisumu, 

Kenya, while creating business through the sale of fertilizers, biogas and energy as by-product of sanitation collection.   

An initial 48,000 people will benefit from the project with an additional 240,000 residents of the Kisumu urban area standing to benefit if 

the project expands to other settlements. 

The project, approved on July 22, 2014, will facilitate a private venture to provide household toilets for the community, collect fecal sludge 

and turn it into profitable energy, biogas and fertilizer, to be marketed and sold to farmers and families. Local agriculture in the area is in 

need of organic soil conditioning and fecal sludge fertiliser is a good value for money source of soil nutrients. 

The project will give residents of the Manyatta informal settlement access to micro-finance to buy the household toilets. The project shall 

also ensure that at least 55 per cent of the micro-loans are given to women. 

About 90 per cent of the residents of Manyatta use shared pit latrines that are poorly maintained and in unsatisfactory hygienic conditions. 

Cholera and other water-borne diseases are common amongst the population due to the overflowing of latrines and polluting water 

supplies. Approximately 80 per cent of the outpatient hospital attendance in Kenya is due to preventable diseases, of which 50 per cent is 

related to poor water supply, sanitation and hygiene
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.(IMF PRSP VISION 2030 FIRST MEDIUM TERM PLAN 2008 – 2012). 

By raising awareness of the importance of sanitation through community hygiene campaigns and by training local producers to build 

toilets, the project will aim to construct 100 demonstration toilets, sell 1,500 new and 500 upgraded household toilets through micro-credit 

financing, and as a result significantly curb incidence of water-borne diseases in the area.   

 “We see great potential for this initiative to change the way sanitation is provided Kisumu and potentially in other Kenyan towns,” 

explained Akissa Bahri, Coordinator of the AWF. “The services provided by the project can have an enormous impact on the quality of 

people’s lives, as well as provide a source of energy, biogas and fertilizer. We hope that its success will show how effective, safe and 

sustainable sanitation services can be provided in areas that do not have sewage infrastructure and promote the idea that waste can be 

reusable and income-generating.”  

The knowledge created from lessons learnt throughout the project will be used to showcase the initiative and attract further investment, 

allowing for the scaling up of the project. 

-END- 

 About the AWF What we do | Grants | About AWF | Press room | Blog: Water Reflections    

 Stay connected: www.facebook.com/africanwaterfaclity | www.twitter.com/AWFbroadcast | http://www.linkedin.com/  

 

 

 

 

Press Release | For immediate release  

Contact: Katia Theriault, Principle Communication and 

Resource Mobilisation Officer: k.theriault@afdb.org| 

 Tel: +216 71 10 12 79  

www.africanwaterfacility.org 

 

http://www.afdb.org
http://www.amcow-online.org/index.php?lang=en
http://www.africanwaterfacility.org/
http://www.kiwasco.co.ke/
http://www.kiwasco.co.ke/
http://www.imf.org/external/pubs/ft/scr/2010/cr10224.pdf
http://www.africanwaterfacility.org/en/what-we-do/
http://www.africanwaterfacility.org/en/grants/
http://www.africanwaterfacility.org/en/about-awf
http://www.africanwaterfacility.org/en/news-resources/press-releases/
http://www.africanwaterfacility.org/en/news-resources/blog-water-reflections/
http://www.facebook.com/africanwaterfaclity
http://www.twitter.com/AWFbroadcast
http://www.linkedin.com/groups/African-Water-Facility-7404298?trk=my_groups-b-grp-v
http://www.africanwaterfacility.org/
mailto:k.theriault@afdb.org
file:///H:/LOAN/Documents/AFDB/AWF/Press%20Releases/www.africanwaterfacility.org

