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About the African Water Facility (AWF): The AWF is an initiative of the African Ministers’ Council on Water (AMCOW) hosted by the African 
Development Bank (AfDB), established in 2004 as a Special Water Fund to help African countries achieve the objectives of the Africa Water 
Vision 2025. The AWF offers grants from €50,000 to €5 million to support projects aligned with its mission and strategy to a wide range of 
institutions and organizations operating in Africa. Its three strategic priority activities are 1) preparing investment projects to mobilize 
investment funds for projects supported by AWF; 2) enhancing water governance to create an environment conducive for effective and 
sustainable investments; 3) promoting water knowledge for the preparation of viable projects and informed governance leading to effective 
and sustainable investments. Since 2006, AWF has funded 98 national and regional projects in 52 countries, including in Africa's most 
vulnerable states. It has mobilized more than €1.4 billion as a result of its project preparation activities, which constitute 70 percent of its 
portfolio. On average, each €1 contributed by the AWF has attracted €35 in additional follow-up investments. The AWF is entirely funded 
by Algeria, Australia, Austria, the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, Burkina Faso, Canada, Denmark, the European Commission, France, the 
Nordic Development Fund, Norway, Senegal, Spain, Sweden, the United Kingdom, and the African Development Bank. The AWF is governed 
by a Governing Council representing its 16 donors, UN-Water Africa, the AU via NEPAD, AMCOW and the AfDB. 

African Water Facility : Improving Mozambique’s resilience to climate change 
and reducing vulnerability to floods 

Abidjan, Ivory Coast, 29 August 2016 – The African Water Facility (AWF) grants €1,8 million to Mozambique to finance 
a development plan and feasibility studies for urban sanitation, drainage and solid waste management in Chimoio and 
Inhambane. The 310,000 inhabitants of the two municipalities are facing serious sanitation and urban flood issues. 

Objective. “The studies will pave the way for investments aimed at improving climate resilience and health in the two 
municipalities. This will be achieved through improved services in sanitation, drainage and solid waste management. Not 
only will we reduce the risk of flooding but we will also improve people’s health. The Development Plan covering the next 
20-25 years will lead to increased investments in climate change adaptation, specifically in sanitation, drainage and solid 
waste management infrastructure and services, to the tune of €30 million by 2020,” said Mohamed El Azizi, AWF 
Director. 

Recurring floods. Mozambique is affected by recurring floods. This is caused by a combination of insufficient storm 
water drainage, river overflowing and sea intrusion during storms. Sanitation coverage is low in Mozambique. In urban 
areas only 55-60% of the population has access to sanitation services. In recent years, this has been aggravated by 
declining support allocated to sanitation services. The situation is even worse in Chimoio and Inhambane, where child 
mortality is high (58 per 1000 in Inhambane and 114 per 1000 in Chimoio area, as against a national average of 89.7 per 
1000). The old piped drainage system in both municipalities has collapsed. Some households in central parts of town 
have connected their waste water system to the drainage system. Most rely on septic tanks, and in the less densely 
populated areas other on-site systems are used – latrines. Only the most central parts of town have some solid waste 
collection. 

The study will apply the principles of IUWM. The Integrated Urban Water Management (IUWM) has been identified as 
the best option to address on a pilot basis the needs of these secondary cities. The IUWM approach is a development 
process that encourages cities to adjust certain practices of planning and effective management, taking into account their 
own realities and their local socio-economic contexts. Under this approach, wastewater and faecal sludge are considered 
as potential resources. Indeed, grey water can be reused for irrigation of green areas, urban agriculture and industrial 
processes, according to the regulations on the use of wastewater. In addition, nutrients can be used for the production of 
fertilizers, or for energy production (methane, biogas), fuel production (dried sludge). Sanitation and wastewater 
management are seen from a perspective of creating business opportunities (and not only as technical options), that can 
generate income, employment, positive impact on the environment, and improvements on the habitat and quality of life. 
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Project execution. The total cost is estimated at €1,782,800 and AWF’s share is €1.6 million. The Global Water 
Partnership’s share is €80,000, and the monetary contribution from the Republic of Mozambique is €102.800. This 
funding is expected to generate 20-fold follow-on investments. The project will be implemented over 22 months including 
14 months for technical studies and 6 months for the Environmental Social Impact Assessment (ESIA). 
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